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Gen er a l  m ar k in g  g u id an ce  

 All candidates must  receive the same t reatment . Exam iners must  mark the last  candidate 

in exact ly the same way as they mark the first . 

 Mark schemes should be applied posit ively. Candidates must  be rewarded for what  they 

have shown they can do rather than penalised for om issions.  

 Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not  according to their percept ion of 

where the grade boundaries may lie.  

 All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. Exam iners should always 

award full marks if deserved. Exam iners should also be prepared to award zero m arks if the 

candidate’s response is not  worthy of credit  according to the mark scheme. 

 When exam iners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of the mark scheme to a 

candidate’s response, the team  leader must  be consulted. 

 Crossed-out  work should be marked u n less  the candidate has replaced it  with an 

alternat ive response. 

How  t o  aw ar d  m ar k s 

Fin d in g  t h e r ig h t  lev el  

The first  stage is to decide which level the answer should be placed in. To do this, use a ‘best - fit ’ 

approach, deciding which level most  closely describes the quality of the answer. Answers can 

display characterist ics from  more than one level, and where this happens markers must  use their 

professional judgement  to decide which level is most  appropriate. 

 

Placin g  a m ar k  w i t h in  a  lev el   

After a level has been decided on, the next  stage is to decide on the mark within the level. The 

inst ruct ions below tell you how to reward responses within a level. However, where a level has 

specific guidance about  how to place an answer within a level, always follow that  guidance. 

 

Markers should be prepared to use the full range of marks available in a level and not  rest r ict  

marks to the m iddle. Markers should start  at  the m iddle of the level (or the upper-m iddle mark if 

there is an even number of m arks)  and then m ove the mark up or down to find the best  m ark. To 

do this, they should take into account  how far the answer meets the requirements of the level:   

 I f it  meets the requirements fully ,  markers should be prepared to award full marks within 

the level. The top mark in the level is used for answers that  are as good as can realist ically 

be expected within that  level 

 I f it  only barely  meets the requirements of the level, m arkers should consider awarding 

marks at  the bot tom of the level. The bot tom mark in the level is used for answers that  are 

the weakest  that  can be expected within that  level 

 The m iddle marks of the level are used for answers that  have a reasonable match to the 

descriptor. This m ight  represent  a balance between some characterist ics of the level that  

are fully met  and others that  are only barely met . 



   

 

Gen er ic Lev e l  Descr ip t o r s f o r  Paper  2  
 

Sect io n  A:  Qu est ion  1 ( a)  
 

Tar g et :   AO2  ( 1 0  m ar k s) :  Analyse and evaluate appropriate source material, primary and/ or 

contemporary to the period, within it s historical context . 
 

 

Lev el  
 

Mar k  
 

Descr ip t o r  

  

0 
 

No rewardable material 

 

1  
 

1 – 3  
 

  Dem onst rates surface level comprehension of the source material 

without  analysis, select ing som e material relevant  to the quest ion, but  

in the form  of direct  quotat ions or paraphrases. 
 

  Some relevant  contextual knowledge is included but  presented as 

informat ion rather than applied to the source m aterial.  
 

  Evaluat ion of the source material is assert ive with lit t le substant iat ion. 

The concept  of value m ay be addressed, but  by m aking stereotypical 

j udgements. 

 

2  
 

4 – 6  
 

  Dem onst rates som e understanding of the source m aterial and at tem pts 

analysis by select ing and summ arising informat ion and making 

inferences relevant  to the quest ion. 
 

  Contextual knowledge is added to informat ion from the source material,  

but  mainly to expand or confirm  mat ters of detail.  
 

  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is related to the specified enquiry and 

with some substant iat ion for assert ions of value. The concept  of value is 

addressed mainly by not ing aspects of source provenance and som e 

judgements may be based on quest ionable assumpt ions. 

 

3  
 

7 – 1 0  
 

  Dem onst rates understanding of the source m aterial and shows som e 

analysis by select ing key points relevant  to the quest ion, explaining 

their m eaning and select ing m aterial to support  valid developed 
inferences. 

 

  Sufficient  knowledge of the historical context  is deployed to explain or 

support  inferences, as well as to expand or confirm  mat ters of detail.  
 

  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is related to the specified enquiry and 

based on valid criteria although just ificat ion is not  fully substant iated. 

Explanat ion of value takes into account  relevant  considerat ions such as 

the nature or purpose of the source material or the posit ion of the 

author. 



   

 

Sect io n  A:  Qu est ion  1 ( b )  
 

Tar g et :   AO2  ( 1 5  m ar k s) :  Analyse and evaluate appropriate source material, primary and/ or 

contemporary to the period, within it s historical context . 
 

 

Lev el  
 

Mar k  
 

Descr ip t o r  

  

0 
 

No rewardable material 

 

1  
 

1 – 3  
 

  Dem onst rates surface level comprehension of the source material 

without  analysis, select ing som e material relevant  to the quest ion, but  

in the form  of direct  quotat ions or paraphrases. 
 

  Some relevant  contextual knowledge is included, but  presented as 

informat ion rather than applied to the source m aterial.  
 

  Evaluat ion of the source material is assert ive with lit t le support ing 

evidence. The concept  of reliabilit y may be addressed, but  by making 

stereotypical judgements. 

 

2  
 

4 – 7  
 

  Dem onst rates som e understanding of the source material and at tempts 

analysis, by select ing and sum marising informat ion and making 

inferences relevant  to the quest ion. 
 

  Contextual knowledge is added to informat ion from the source material 

but  mainly to expand, confirm  or challenge mat ters of detail.  
 

  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is related to the specified enquiry but  

with lim ited support  for j udgement . The concept  of reliabilit y is 

addressed mainly by not ing aspects of source provenance and som e 

judgements may be based on quest ionable assumpt ions. 

 

3  
 

8 – 1 1  
 

  Dem onst rates understanding of the source m aterial and shows som e 

analysis by select ing key points relevant  to the quest ion, explaining 

their m eaning and select ing m aterial to support  valid developed 

inferences. 
 

  Detailed knowledge of the historical context  is deployed to explain or 

support  inferences as well as to expand, confirm  or challenge mat ters 

of detail.  
 

  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is related to the specified enquiry and 

explanat ion of weight  takes into account  relevant  considerat ions such 

as nature or purpose of the source material or t he posit ion of the 

author. Judgem ents are based on valid criteria, with som e just ificat ion. 

 

4  
 

1 2 – 1 5  
 

  Analyses the source material,  interrogat ing the evidence to make 

reasoned inferences and to show a range of ways the material can be 

used, for example by dist inguishing between informat ion and claim  or 

opinion. 
 

  Deploys well- selected knowledge of the historical context , but  m ainly 

to illuminate or discuss the lim itat ions of what  can be gained from the 

content  of the source m aterial. Displays som e understanding of the 

need to interpret  source material in the context  of the values and 

concerns of the society from  which it  is drawn. 
 

  Evaluat ion of the source material uses valid criteria which are just ified 

and applied, although some of the evaluat ion may not  be fully 

substant iated. Evaluat ion takes into account  the weight  the evidence 

will bear as part  of com ing to a judgem ent . 



Sect io n  B  
 

Tar g et :   AO1  ( 2 5  m ar k s) :  Dem onst rate, organise and comm unicate knowledge 

and understanding to analyse and evaluate the key features related to the 

periods studied, m aking substant iated judgem ents and exploring 

concepts, as relevant , of cause, consequence, change, cont inuit y, 

sim ilarit y, difference and significance. 
 

 

Lev el  
 

Mar k  
 

Descr ip t o r  

  

0  
 

No rewardable material 

 

1  
 

1 – 6  
 

  Sim ple or generalised statements are m ade about  the topic. 
 

  Some accurate and relevant  knowledge is included, but  it  lacks range 

and depth and does not  direct ly address the quest ion. 
 

  The overall judgement  is m issing or asserted. 
 

  There is lit t le, if any, evidence of at tempts to st ructure the answer, and 

the answer overall lacks coherence and precision. 

 

2  
 

7 – 1 2  
 

  There is som e analysis of som e key features of the period relevant  to 

the quest ion, but  descript ive passages are included that  are not  clearly 

shown to relate to the focus of the quest ion. 
 

  Most ly accurate and relevant  knowledge is included, but  lacks range or 

depth and has only implicit  links to the dem ands and conceptual focus of 

the quest ion. 
 

  An overall judgement  is given but  with lim ited support  and the criteria 

for judgement  are left  implicit .  
 

  The answer shows som e at tempts at  organisat ion, but  most  of the 

answer is lacking in coherence, clarit y and precision. 

 

3  
 

1 3 – 1 8  
 

  There is som e analysis of, and at tem pt  to explain links between, the 

relevant  key features of the period and the quest ion, although some 

mainly descript ive passages may be included. 
 

  Most ly accurate and relevant  knowledge is included to demonst rate 

som e understanding of the dem ands and conceptual focus of the 

quest ion, but  m aterial lacks range or depth. 
 

  At tempts are m ade to establish criteria for judgement  and to relate the 

overall j udgement  to them, although with weak substant iat ion. 
 

  The answer shows som e organisat ion. The general t rend of the 

argument  is clear, but  parts of it  lack logic, coherence or precision. 

 

4  
 

1 9 – 2 5  
 

  Key issues relevant  to the quest ion are explored by an analysis of the 

relat ionships between key features of the period. 
 

  Sufficient  knowledge is deployed to dem onst rate understanding of the 

dem ands and conceptual focus of the quest ion and to meet  m ost  of it s 

dem ands. 
 

  Valid criteria by which the quest ion can be judged are established and 

applied in the process of com ing to a judgement . Although some of the 

evaluat ions may be only part ly substant iated, the overall j udgement  is 

supported. 
 

  The answer is generally well organised. The argument  is logical and is 

com m unicated with clarit y, although in a few places it  m ay lack 

coherence or precision. 

 



 

 

Sect ion  A:  I n d icat i v e con t en t  

Op t ion  1 B:  Ch in a, 1 9 0 0 - 7 6  

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

1 a 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers will be credited according to their  deploym ent  of m aterial in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. 

The indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  

required to include all the m aterial which is indicated as relevant . Other 

relevant  m aterial not  suggested below m ust  also be credited. 

Candidates are required to analyse the source and consider its value for 

an enquiry into the im portance of young people in the Cultural Revolut ion 

in 1966.  

1. The value could be ident ified in term s of the following points of 

inform at ion  which the source provides and the  inferences which could be 

drawn and supported from  the source:  

 Provides evidence that  young people are taking the lead in the 

Cultural Revolut ion ( ‘Large num bers of revolut ionary young people 

… have becom e courageous and daring pathbreakers.’)   

 Suggests that  young people have the r ight  skills and at t itude to 

carry out  the revolut ion ( ‘They are vigorous and intelligent… they 

argue things out . They expose and cr it icise thoroughly…’)  

 Suggests that  their  im portance outweighs any m istakes on their  part  

( ‘it  is unavoidable that  these young people should show short -

com ings…. their  general revolut ionary or ientat ion has been correct ’) . 

 

2.  The following points could be m ade about  the authorship, nature or 

purpose of the source and applied to ascribe value to inform at ion 

and inferences:  

 This is an official decision issued by the Cent ral Com m it tee which 

set  the tone for the Cultural Revolut ion  

 The tone of the Sixteen Point  Decision clearly shows the approval of 

the CCP for the act ions of the young people in the Red Guard 

 The purpose of the Decision is to act  as a warning to cr it ics who 

disapproved of the direct ion of the Cultural Revolut ion. 

3.  Knowledge of histor ical context  should be deployed to support  and 

develop inferences and to confirm  the accuracy / usefulness   of 

inform at ion.  Relevant  points m ay include:  

 The enthusiasm  of the young for the Cultural Revolut ion was 

dem onst rated in the rally in Tiananm en Square in August  1966, 

which was at tended by over a m illion young people 

 Mao deliberately enlisted young people to cr it icise the ideas and 

m em bers of the CCP and governm ent  that  he wanted to rem ove 

 The young people who joined the Red Guard were idealist ic and 

were m ade to feel that  they had a special role in creat ing a new 

socialist  world order. 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 

 



 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

1 b  

 

Answers will be credited according to their  deploym ent  of m aterial in 

relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. 

 

The indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  

required to include all the m aterial which is indicated as relevant . Other 

relevant  m aterial not  suggested below m ust  also be credited. 

 

Candidates are required to analyse and evaluate the source in relat ion to 

an enquiry into the reasons for the Japanese occupat ion of Manchuria in 

1931. 

 

1.The following points could be m ade about  the or igin and nature of 

the source and applied when giving weight  to selected inform at ion and 

inferences:  

 This is an official report  by the Japanese Minist ry of Foreign Affairs 

into the causes of the invasion of Manchuria and would be expected 

to be well- inform ed from  the Japanese perspect ive 

 The purpose of the report  is clearly to just ify the Japanese invasion  

 The report  was writ ten within a year of the invasion before the 

affair  had been fully invest igated by an independent  inquiry. 

 

2.  The evidence could be assessed in term s of giving weight  to the 

following points of inform at ion and inferences:    

 Claim s that  the Chinese were responsible for the outbreak of 

host ilit ies ( ‘arm ed clash… host ile at t itude of the Chinese t roops in 

Mukden’)  

 I m plies that  the Japanese had to invade prom pt ly because their  

posit ion in the whole of Manchuria was under threat  ( ‘the Chinese 

t roops in other places would also com m ence act ive host ilit ies.’)  

 Provides evidence that  the Japanese were faced by a m uch larger 

Chinese arm y ( ‘the Japanese arm y serving in Manchuria at  that  

t im e was only 10,400… the Chinese was as high as 220,000.’)  

 Suggests that  the Japanese act ion was defensive ( ‘our arm y, they 

prom pt ly com m enced operat ions for rem oving all causes of danger 

by disarm ing the Chinese t roops in its region.’) . 

 

3.  Knowledge of histor ical context  should be deployed to support  and 

develop inferences and to confirm  the accuracy/ usefulness of 

inform at ion or to note lim itat ions or to challenge aspects of 

content .   Relevant  points m ay include:  

 The Japanese had been expanding their  posit ion in Manchuria since 

1905 establishing the area as a Japanese sphere of influence;  they 

had am bit ions to incorporate it  into Japan 

 The provocat ion out lined by the Japanese Foreign Minist ry did not  

happen;  the bom bing incident  by Chinese saboteurs was invented 



 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

by conspirators in the Guandong Arm y 

 The officers who carr ied out  the bom bing did not  wait  for a 

response from  the Japanese Governm ent  before the Guandong 

Arm y launched  a full-scale sweep across Manchuria 

 Under pressure from  the war party, the governm ent  in Tokyo 

authorised the act ions of the Guandong Arm y and within six 

m onths the whole of Manchuria was under Japanese cont rol.  

 

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 
 

 
 



 

Sect ion  B:  I n d icat i v e con t en t  
Op t ion  1 B. Ch in a, 1 9 0 0 - 7 6   

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

2  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers will be credited according to their  deploym ent  of m aterial in relat ion 

to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The indicat ive content  

below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all the 

m aterial which is indicated as relevant .  

 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  about  whether the com plet ion 

of the Long March was the m ost  im portant  reason for the survival of 

com m unism  in China in the years 1927-45. 

 

The argum ents and evidence that  the com plet ion of the Long March was the 

m ost  im portant  reason for the survival of com m unism  in China in the years 

1927-45 should be analysed and evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:  

 The CCP would have been dest royed in the Jiangxi Soviet  in 1934 by 

the GMD encirclem ent  cam paign if it  had not  em barked on the Long 

March  

 The m archers survived15 pitched bat t les against  the GMD during the 

March and developed the concept  of m artyrdom ;  Party m em bers were 

encouraged to show dedicat ion and self-sacrifice 

 Mao Zedong rose to take the leadership of the CCP during the Long 

March and he was essent ial in the survival and developm ent  of 

com m unism  in China to 1945 

 The values and at t itudes engendered by the Long March and the m yth 

associated with it  prom oted a culture of com m unist  heroism , dedicat ion 

and self-sacr ifice.   

The argum ents and evidence that  there were other m ore im portant  reasons 

for the survival of com m unism  in China in the years 1927-45  should be 

analysed and evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:  

 The Long March did not  guarantee survival;  only 20,000 out  of 100,000 

Com m unists survived and the GMD rem ained st rong 

 The Japanese invasion m eant  that  Chiang had to set  aside his m ain aim  

to dest roy the CCP to focus on driving out  the Japanese ( in the 1970s 

Mao thanked the Japanese for their cont r ibut ion to the success of the 

Com m unists)  

 The GMD failed to address peasant  poverty, which m ade the peasant ry 

m ore recept ive to com m unism . I n 1935-45, Mao focused on recruit ing 

peasants to the m ovem ent  in the Yanan Soviet   

 I n Xian in Decem ber 1936, Chiang agreed to a second United Front  to 

wage war against  the Japanese. This was a m ajor victory for the CCP 

because it  forced Chiang to recognise the legit im acy of the CCP  

 The Red Army played a vital role in winning support  for the CCP at  Yanan 
with it s focus on assist ing the peasants. 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 

 

 



 

 

3  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers will be credited according to their  deploym ent  of m aterial in relat ion 

to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The indicat ive content  

below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all the 

m aterial which is indicated as relevant .  

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  about  whether, in the years 

1911-27, the m ost  significant  result  of the fall of the Qing dynasty was the 

r ise of the Guom indang. 

 

The argum ents and evidence that , in the years 1911-27, the m ost  significant  

result  of the fall of the Qing dynasty was the r ise of the Guom indang should 

be analysed and evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:  

 

 The GMD was form ed as a parliam entary party short ly after the Manchu 

abdicat ion 

 I n 1917 the death of Yuan allowed Sun Yat  Sen to return to China and 

establish a r ival nat ionalist  governm ent  in Guangzhou where he 

reform ed the GMD   

 Marxist  ideas spread as a result  of the failure of the 1911 Revolut ion to 

deliver real change. The Russian Bolsheviks offered help to the GMD in 

rem oving the warlords and encouraged the sm all CCP to join them  

 Chiang Kaishek launched the Northern Expedit ion against  the warlords 

in 1926, and dem onst rated the st rength of the GMD by turning against  

the Com m unists in 1927. 

The argum ents and evidence that , in the years 1911-27, there were other 

m ore significant  results from  the fall of the Qing dynasty than the r ise of the 

GMD should be analysed and evaluated.  Relevant  points m ay include:  

 The 1911 Revolut ion failed to provide a last ing alternat ive governm ent ;  

warlords filled the power vacuum  that  followed the failure of Yuan’s 

governm ent , and they dom inated governm ent  in China unt il 1927 

 

 Sun Yat  Sen was forced to flee to Japan in 1911 and did not  return 

unt il after the death of Yuan Shikai;   in the short  term  the GMD could 

not  take advantage of the opportunit ies provided by the fall of the Qing 

dynasty 

 The 1911 Revolut ion encouraged the growth of radical ideas.  The 4 

May Movem ent  of 1919 played an im portant  long- term  role in 

prom ot ing the reject ion of foreign influence in China. 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

4  

 

 

Answers will be credited according to their  deploym ent  of m aterial in relat ion 

to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The indicat ive content  

below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  required to include all the 

m aterial which is indicated as relevant .  

 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  about  how far the lives of 

wom en liv ing in the count ryside differed from  those liv ing in urban areas in 

the years 1950-76. 

The argum ents and evidence that  the lives of wom en liv ing in the count ryside 

did differ from  those liv ing in urban areas in the years 1950-76 should be 

analysed and evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:  

 Wom en in the com m unes earned less than m en as they were not  able 

to do the hard physical labour that  paid m ore. Urban wom en were 

m ore able to earn the sam e rates of pay as m en  

 Wom en in the count ryside had lim ited access to educat ion com pared to 

urban wom en 

 Wom en in the count ryside had lim ited em ploym ent  opportunit ies 

com pared to urban wom en who were able to work in heavy indust ry 

and in the service sector  

 There was great  opposit ion to the Marr iage Law in the count ryside 

where long held t radit ions were difficult  to break:  wife-selling and 

divorce was com m on during the Great  Fam ine 

 The policy to lim it  the size of fam ilies through the use of cont racept ives 

had lim ited success in the count ryside com pared to the towns because 

rural wom en were expected by their  husbands to have m any children. 

The argum ents and evidence that  the lives of wom en liv ing in the count ryside 

did not  differ from  those liv ing in urban areas in the years 1950-76 should be 

analysed and evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:  

 The 1950 Marr iage Law applied to wom en in both town and count ryside 

 Wom en in urban factor ies and rural com m unes were to be em ancipated 

from  dom est ic dut ies by the provision of canteens, laundries and 

kindergartens. I n reality they perform ed both dom est ic and econom ic 

dut ies 

 Wom en in both town and count ryside lost  cont rol over their  children in 

the Cultural Revolut ion. 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited.  

 


